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  REGATTA TIME AGAIN

St. Margaret’s & St. Mary Magdalene  

If you look on YouTube there is an old film portraying life in the Bahamas from the 
early 1940’s. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFpC59Kb_hA&feature=channel) 
Sponge was king in those days (though its days would be numbered) with the tourists 
making their way happily from the cruise ships, onto wooden tenders which would 
bring them to shore for a day’s adventure. The straw vendors are all there, the sponge 
merchants are there, the wooden sponge sloops are all at attention bustled next to 
each other, the glass bottom boat operators are there and Nassau is a happily busy 
little place. Fifty years later the Straw Market itself is gone and the sponge sloops are 
gone. Fortunately the cruise ships are still here, with the harbour being prepared to 
accommodate the biggest ships in the world.  
  
My grandparents and parents used to talk about taking the sail boats from Long 
Island to Nassau in good and bad weather; if there was no wind it would take 5 days  
There were sheep on the deck, vomit over the side, and odd frayed nerves here and 
there. Nowadays, instead of the sail boats bringing people and produce from the 
island to Nassau, the mighty sloops are drawing crowds by the thousands to the 
various family island regattas all over the country.  
 
Exuma hosts the Annual Family Island Regatta, Long Island has its regatta as well as 
Crooked Island and Abaco, just to name a few.  And who could forget one of the 
most popular Regattas held in our country- the All Andros and Berry Islands Regatta. 
Our regatta is held every Independence Holiday at the Morgan’s Bluff Regatta Site. 
In the early days the races were held at Conch Sound Bay just down the road from 
Nicholl’s Town.  Now, following the construction a Regatta Village at the port of 
Morgan’s Bluff the regatta has gotten bigger and better and the entire island comes 
alive over the holiday weekend. The honouree for this year is the Treasurer and 
Priest’s Warden of St. Margaret’s Parish Mr. Alphonso Smith. Alphonso has been the 
Commodore of the Regatta for many years, and has also previously served as the 
North Andros Chief Councillor for many years.  He is the founder of the Red Bays 
Snapper Tournament and is an all around community builder. Last year’s honouree 
was the late David Romer, another community builder from Mastic Point.  
The Regatta is named in honor of a native son of the soil, ‘the colourful man’, the 
legendary Frank Hanna.  
 
Bahamas Fast Ferries has a host of excursions lined up for this year’s regatta 
including day-away trips or even longer. The one thing 
about Androsians is that when it comes to Andros  
they come out in full force. It seems as though the  
whole of Nassau descends on this place. Vendors  
are getting their stalls together, their menus prepared,  
the produce shipped. Hotels are getting their rooms  
prepared, their lawns cut and their bars are stocked out.  
Given the state of the economy, the Ministry of  
Tourism is actively promoting ‘Stay at Home’ tourism  
and if the numbers recorded at Crab Fest are any  
indication, this one will be a good one. See you there! 

 HOLY CROSS RETREAT 

  We are the choir of Holy  
Cross 
 Blending each voice to God 
our boss; 
From up on high you’ll hear 
us sing, 
The praises to our God and  
King. 

 
                                After much preparation, the 

mighty choir of the church of the Holy Cross, Soldier Road descended 
on the little parish of St. Margaret to stage their annual choir retreat. 
Under the direction of Ms. Cleo Spence, ably assist by Dillette and 
Joan the choir engaged in many different activities while here. Mr. 
Holman McDonald, the music teacher at North Andros High, 
performed a workshop for the choir on the Friday night of their stay 
and Candice and I hosted them to a welcome reception at the rectory 
that evening. An enriching retreat was held on the Saturday morning 
right in little St. Margaret’s Church with the closeout on Saturday 
night an awards dinner under the patronage of Bishop and Mrs. Boyd.  
We were blessed to have the choir perform at our for our Confirmation 
service Sunday morning.  
 
I was so impressed with this choir! They took care of everything. 
Their singing skills are very strong and they appear to be a solid 
group. They even brought their own bus! They have truly set the bar 
very high for all other choirs to follow. Commemorative mugs, pens, 
bags, booklets, writing pads were all in order and well received. It 
really was a professional- if not military- undertaking on the part of 
the organizers. Out of the whole experience they were able to create a 
song for their choir (the first verse is the introduction to this article). 
Composing is difficult; it requires very high level thinking. Each 
person was asked to write one verse of a hymn set to a common tune 
describing themselves, after this each grouping of the choir (alto, 
tenor, soprano and bass) collectively wrote a verse for their section 
and then at the end everybody put the pieces together.  
 
It was an uplifting time and the singing at the Confirmation service 
itself was superb. It reminded me of the article written by ARP 
Venables when he visited the original church at Calabash Bay, built in 
the 1800’s, for Confirmation. He commented on the singing, the 
famous singing that Andros is noted for and he wondered if there was 
a choir in Nassau that could even come close to the singing of the 
locals. Well, I think Holy  
Cross Choir would have risen  
to the challenge well. 
 
Here’s their song’s doxology: 
 
All praise to God, who gives 
us voice 
All praise the Son, who is our  
choice 
Praise to the Spirit, the three belong  
Forever shall be our endless song. 


